
(or in our case, TEEN TRIBUNE)

Assignment:

We will meet in the computer lab (Tuesday, August 30) where you will read news articles on www.tweentribune.com and blog about the information you have read. Blogging is a great way to learn about current events and practice reading comprehension, writing, and communication skills. You will be receiving credit for reading articles and posting blogs.

What’s Tween Tribune?

Teen Tribune is an online newspaper. You can search an article based on a specific category that interests you. The articles on this website are appropriate for your age group and are also very high interest. There is something for everyone on this website! After you’re done reading an article, you will become part of a large community of bloggers and post an extended response.

What’s a Blog?

The term “blog” is short for “Web logs.” They are online journals or diaries. Blogs include: responses, opinions, reactions, or connections to the news articles you will read. When you blog, you’re writing for a global audience. This means that other people in the world can read and post a response to your blog.
Blogging Guidelines:

1. You need a full paragraph (5 sentences or more) for your blog. Your first sentence should be a summary of the main point of the article. The rest of your paragraph can be predictions, comments, clarifications, or questions.

2. Make sure your use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling. You can write your response in a Word document first to make sure there are no typos. Then, you can copy and paste it in to your blog.

3. Be creative! Do not plagiarize other writers’ comments.

4. Don’t be afraid to have an opinion, but state it tactfully & tastefully or it will not be published.

5. Please be 100% positive you’re blogging on the TweenTribune.com website only!

Blog Sentence Starters

Feel free to use any of the following sentence starters in your blogs to make predictions, comments, clarifications, or raise questions. 

Make predictions

· I predict that…

· I bet that…

· I think that…

· Since this happened (fill in detail), then I bet the next thing that is going to happen is….

· Reading this makes me think that (fill in detail) will  happen….

· I wonder….
Make Comments

· This is good because…

· This is hard to believe because…

· This is confusing because…

· I like the part of the article that tells…(fill in detail) because…
· I don’t like the fact that (fill in detail) because…

· My favorite part of this article is….(fill in detail) because…
· I think that….
Ask questions

· Why did…

· What I don’t understand is how…

· How is this….

· What would happen if…

· Why…

· Who is…

· What does (fill in detail) mean….

· Do you think that….

· I don’t understand how…

· I don’t understand why…
Clarify something

· I understand how….

· Now I see that….

· This makes sense because…

· I agree with (fill in name), because…

· At first I thought (fill in detail), but now I think ….

· This article is really saying….

Example “A” Blog
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      1,000 men of ice melt
A thousand miniature people have slowly melted away in a Berlin square in an effort by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)  to draw attention to melting ice caps in Greenland and Antarctica. Brazilian artist Nele Azevedo carved the figures out of ice and placed them on steps in the central Gendarmen market square where they began to melt within about half an hour. Temperatures in Berlin were about 73 degrees Fahrenheit (23 Celsius) Wednesday. The action was meant to spotlight the WWF’s warning that melting ice could possibly cause levels to rise more than 3.3 feet (1 meter) by 2100. The group warns that the warming of the Arctic will change weather in different parts of the world and increase the release of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.

- Posted on September 3, 2009 

Blog Response:

This article’s main idea is that there is significant proof that global warming is currently happening. I find the idea of making ice men cool because it is showing a problem. If this is happening to 1000 men, all them slowly melting, then what can happen to ice caps that animals live on? Global warming makes our temperature increase, and though it could increase by a little in Antarctica, it's still a temperature that the animals there aren't used to. The rise in temperature melts the ice that is home to many animals. These ice men are representing something more. By showing us this, it is showing the results of melted caps. If we don't want these animals to die from our bad behavior, then it's time to make a change.
Practice Blogging

Name: _______________________________________________
Read the following articles and blog entries. Underneath each, state reasons why you think a teacher would not publish the comments. Then, rewrite the entry so that it matches the blogging guidelines on the first page of this packet.

Article #1

Tweens in the news

[image: image2.jpg]


        Tween suspended for “bad” haircut
A young Cincinnati Bengals fan has been penalized for clipping. Dustin Reader got the NFL team's stripes and "B'' insignia cut into his hair as a tribute to the team. When he showed up to school in the southwest Ohio city of Hamilton on Monday, officials put the eighth-grader into in-school suspension. The school said its code of conduct prohibits extreme and distracting hairstyles. Reader's parents and barber said they don't understand why the haircut is out of bounds. His father said his son just wants to show pride in the 6-2 Bengals. School officials said he will continue to do his studies away from other students until the hair grows back or he changes the style.
- Posted on November 13, 2009 

Blog Response:

OMG!!!!!!! That is a really stupid consequence for getting his favorite football team’s insignia cut into his hair!!!!!!!! The school he goes to is so dumb for suspending him!!!!!!!! I bet those jerks just don’t like the Bengals!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Losers!!!!!!! =p

1. Why wouldn’t this blog be published?  Please re-write the entry so the message blogged states a disagreement with the article— but says it in a more tasteful, assertive way!

Article #2
Entertainment
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       Michael Jackson's glove fetches $70,800
An illuminating glove worn by Michael Jackson during the 1984 Victory Tour has brought in $70,800 at an auction of entertainment memorabilia. A bidder paid $106,200 for a Martin D-28 guitar played by Elvis Presley during his final Las Vegas peformance. They were among dozens of items from Hollywood and the music industry sold at an auction in Los Angeles by Profiles in History. The auction house says it sold about $5 million in memorabilia Thursday and Friday. A bullwhip swung by Harrison Ford in "Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade" went for $56,050 and full-scale Velociraptor model from "Jurassic Park" brought in $76,700.

- Posted on October 11, 2009 

Blog Response:

this is startin 2 get ridiculous eva since the death of mj everybody have been on every subject accept his death on his past his kids and even his close his fam has been everywhere i dont think many ppl have heard bout the new show starring all of the jackson's they been thinkin bout selling stuff since his death let this man die in peace y is he different from the other people who adopt kids and call them their own
2. Mrs. Wisehart would have a headache after reading this blog!  Why wouldn’t this blog be published?  Please re-write the entry so the message blogged is understandable and grammatically correct.

Article #3

Animals
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 Do you think dogs are funnier than cats? 
"America's Funniest Home Videos" thinks so. The show has been going to the dogs for years, even if cats make it a game from time to time. Dogs are a clear winner as the funniest animal — especially wiener dogs, Chihuahuas and pugs — judging by payouts from the series, which begins its 20th year on ABC next month. For example, there was the bug-eyed Chihuahua getting a bath in a sink. "It was the homeliest dog, big bulging eyes that looked in opposite directions, his tongue was hanging out, and he was soaking wet, the sweetest thing," said co-executive producer and writer Todd Thicke. "You weren't even sure it was an animal," added executive producer Vin Di Bona. In the show's first 19 years, 260 animal videos have won $2.2 million for their videographers. More than half those winners (136) have been dogs for $1.4 million in prize money. There have been 34 cat champs making $210,000 and 22 birds sharing $115,000. Next comes the nutty part: Nine squirrels have shared $54,000. "We might not get a lot of squirrel videos, but when we do, they come through for us. They are high percentage rodents," Thicke said. Almost all the clips involve people in tight spaces trying to get away from the squirrels, Di Bona said. There have been multiple wins for raccoons, giraffes, goats, horses, monkeys, bears, hamsters, llamas, mice, praying mantises and whales. In the one-time wonder category are the ant, bull, camel, chimp, deer, elk, ferret, fish, fly, frog, gorilla, guinea pig, kangaroo, lizard, orangutan, ostrich, ram, rat, rhino, sea lion, spider, snake, tarantula and toad. Between them, Di Bona, Thicke and co-executive producer Michelle Nasraway could come up with only one animal they hadn't seen — the tsetse fly. And what has the show taught them over the years? Never hold food next to a monkey. Don't stand behind a horse. If you put a bowl of food in the middle of a group of puppies they will move around it clockwise. Dogs tend to howl at pianos. But most of all, Thicke said, "People love their pets and are proud of them and have trained them to do amazing tricks."

- Posted on October 28, 2009 

Your Blog Response:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How to Create an Account:

1. Go to www.tweentribune.com
2. On the top of the page, click on “Student Sign Up” written in blue.

3. In the “NAME” box, type in your first and last name only with no spaces!!!
4. In the PASSWORD box, write americanlit
5. Select the following options in this order:

US; Oklahoma; Broken Arrow; Broken Arrow High; 
Mrs. Wisehart – American Literature Hour
6. Choose your own security question.

7. Click create account.
How to Blog Properly:

1. Select an article to read from the category on the right hand side or the chosen articles on the home page.
2. Click on the title of the article to read the entire article.
3. Read the article. (
4. Click on the blue text that says: “Add new Comment”
5. Type your response.

6. Click Preview
7. Preview your response.

8. Click save.

9. Mrs. Wisehart will preview your comment before it will appear for others to read.

