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What is a found poem???

Wikipedia says that:  

Found poetry is a type of poetry created by taking words, phrases, and sometimes whole passages from other sources and reframing them as poetry by making changes in spacing and/or lines (and consequently meaning), or by altering the text by additions and/or deletions. The resulting poem can be defined as either treated: changed in a profound and systematic manner; or untreated: virtually unchanged from the order, syntax and meaning of the original

INSTRUCTIONS

1. You are going to create a found poem about STEREOTYPING and 9/11. The poem needs to be on one those themes TOGETHER.

2. Read “My Name is Osama” and ONE of the stories from TIME magazine (Fireman, Tom Brokaw, or Ali Abbas).

3. While reading or after reading, write down 15 words or phrases from each that impact you.
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 (instructions continue on the back of this page)
4. You are going to take at least 10 of these words and create what is called a FOUND POEM. You can add articles such as a, an, the or and, but that is all you can add. 
5. Check the words and choose a title—is there a better title than “Found Poem”? 

6. Copy the words and phrases into your journal as a rough draft. Space or arrange the words so that they’re poem-like. Pay attention to line breaks, layout, and other elements that will emphasize important words or significant ideas in the poem. 

7. Read aloud as you arrange the words! Test the possible line breaks by pausing slightly. If it sounds good, it’s probably right. 

8. Arrange the words so that they make a rhythm you like. You can space words out so that they are all alone or allruntogether. You can also put key words on lines by themselves. 

9. You can shape the entire poem so that it’s wide or tall or shaped like an object (say a heart?).

10.  Emphasize words by playing with boldface and italics, different sizes of letters, and so forth. 

11. At the bottom of the poem, tell where the words in the poem came from. For example, From “My Name is Osama” by Sharifa Alkhateeb and Steven S. Lapham, OR “Ali Abbas, interviewed by William Lee Adams, London, July 3, 2011.”

12. After you complete the rough draft, the final draft is due WEDNESDAY. Take a blank sheet of paper and put your FINAL found poem on that page.
Example Poem by Mrs. Wisehart:


Call 9-1-1

Dark bruise.

“Your mom wears a bag on her head.”

“Fights are not tolerated in this school.”

I can’t be silent anymore.

Don’t stop. Continue to walk.

9/11 gave them a voice.

“…it is not a bag, it is called a hijah!”

COMMUNITY CAN CHANGE.

COMMUNITY CAN FIGHT TERRORISM.

From “My Name is Osama” by Shrifa Alkhateeb & Steven S. Lapham

From Joseph Pfeifer interview, New York City, July 9, 2011
